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appearance of the burial-grounds. At no time is
it safe or pleasant to wander among the tombs.
The tropical sun heats the masonry, and it becomes
the -haunt of lizards, snakes, and scorpions, besides
swarms of ants and other creeping things. The
Muslims themselves are not drawn to their burial-
grounds. They believe in ghosts and jinns, and in
the haunting presence of the two black recording
angels who await the newly dead, ready to begin
their dread examination; so the Musalman gives
the cemetery a wide berth, and never enters that
open gateway, unless he is obliged.
When a Muhammadan is near death he is called
*
upon to make the customary confession of faith:
" I confess that God is one, without a partner;
that truly Muhammad is His servant and His
apostle."
After death the corpse is duly laid out.
Incense is burned, and the shroud is censed an odd
number of times. Ceremonial ablutions of the
body follow with prayers; and when all is ready
the corpse, wrapped in grave-cloths, is carried on
a bier to the open space in front of the mosque.
The mourners gather round, and the Imam
attached to the mosque' holds a service of
supplication, repeating set prayers which are